
 

Class 8                              Time : 3 hrs. 

14-9-2015                         Summative Assessment  I  in   ENGLISH        M. Marks : 70

  
 This paper has been divided into three sections : 
  SECTION A  READING  20 marks  
  SECTION B  WRITING            15 marks 
     GRAMMAR  10 marks 
  SECTION C  LITERATURE             25 marks 
 General instructions : 
 1. All the questions are compulsory. 

 2. Wherever required, copy the entire sentence and then underline the word or words. 
 3. Strictly adhere to the word limit. 
 4. Marks will be deducted for untidiness. 

SECTION – A     (READING) 

1. Read the following passage and answer the questions given below :           

THE SILK ROUTE 
 The ancient Silk Road is the world‟s oldest trading route and link between the East and the 
West.   It was a network of the trade routes between Asia and Europe connecting China with Syria 
and  other points. The Silk Road stopped serving as a shipping route for silk in around 1400 AD.  
It  was Ferdinand von Richtghofen, the German geographer, who labeled this network of 
primary  and secondary overland routes of commercial and cultural exchanges across Central 
Asia, the  “Silk Route”.  
 The  primary  trade  route  between  China  and  the  West,  it  was  a  4,000  mile  caravan  route 
through  South Asia and the Middle East.  The Silk Road was also a route for the exchange of 
information   and  ideas.    Buddhism  travelled  from  the  Indian  subcontinent  to  China  by  the  Silk 
Road.  Very few  people travelled the entire length of this road.  Goods passed from one trader 
to another in   short segments.  Trade resembled a chain, with each trader and segment of the trade 
route   representing a link in the trade.  The silk road was often very dangerous to travel on. Muslim 
 turks seized much of the land along it in the 110th century. Mongol armies used the Silk Road 

in  the 3
rd

 century to expand their empire.  

 The Silk Road lost its importance after Vasco de Gama circumnavigated Africa to find a water 
 route to India. It then became easier to travel between Europe and China by sea. 
 Many  artefacts  demonstrate  long  distance  trade  connections  and  cultural  transmissions 
between  China,  Khotan  on  the  southern  Silk  Route,  and  the  northwestern  frontiers  of  the 
Indian  subcontinent. Khotan was the regional commercial and religious center of the southwestern 
 Tarim Basin (China) as well as the connecting point between China, India, Western Central 
Asia,   and  Iran.    Fragments  of  finely  woven  tabby  silk  from  China  reflect  long  distance  trade  or 
attribute  relations with Khotan during the third or early fourth centuries of AD.  Long distance 
trade in  highly  valued  Buddhist  items  (such  as  manuscripts,  small  sculptures,  miniatures 
stupas) pre   figured later connections between Buddhist communities in Khotan and Gilgid. 
 The  economic  prosperity  of  agricultural  oases  and  trading  centres  on  the  southern  Silk 
Routes  enabled  Buddhist  communities  to  establish  stupas  and  monasteries.  Buddhist 
sculptures from  Miran  and  Khotan  display  many  similarities  with  the  artistic  tradition  of 
Gandhara, Swat, and  Kashmir in the Indian subcontinent.  Mural painting at Miran reflect ties with 
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both the art of  western  central  Asia  and  Northwest  India.    Meanwhile,  administrative 
documents found at Niya,  Endere, and Lou-lan written in Gandhari language and Kharosthi script 
demonstrates linguistic  and  cultural  ties  between  the  southern  Silk  Route  oases  and 
northwestern Indian subcontinent in  the third to fourth centuries AD.  In fact, monks and merchants 
travelling on the northern and  Southern  Silk  Routes  were  responsible  for  maintaining 
commercial, religious, and cultural   contacts between India, Central Asia and China.  
 

On  the  basis  of  the  reading  of  the  above  passage,  answer  the  following  questions  briefly  :  

 1x8=8  

 a) Why was Silk Road important in olden times? 
 b) When did the Silk road stop serving as a shipping route? 
 c) Apart from trade what else did  the Silk Route serve? 
 d) What was the significance of the Silk Road then? 
 e) When did the Silk Road lose its importance? 
 f) What is the significance of Khotan? 
 g) How do we know about the long distance trade connections between East and West? 
 h) Who were responsible for commercial, religious and cultural contact between India, 
  Central Asia and China? 

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 One morning, 17 year old Geeta Ragunathan woke up to find that she could not get out of 
bed  because of an excruciating back pain.  Her harried parents were stunned when they were 
told  that their daughter had suffered a slipped disc. 
 

“In most of such cases, including the case of Geeta, the main cause seems to be the same, 
an absolutely sedentary lifestyle and bad posture leading to lack of muscle tone in the back 
muscles”, says Dr. Shankar Acharya. 

 

Dr.  P.K.  Dave,  Director  of  Rockland  Hospital,  and  former  head  of  the  Department  of 
Orthopaedics at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), puts the blame squarely 
on the lifestyle of youngsters.  The doctors attribute it to the fact that girls tend to exercise 
less than the boys. 

 

Most  doctors  also  blame  the  schools  for  not  laying  as  much  importance  on  sports  and 
physical activity as they do on studies.  “Earlier, most schools encouraged sports.  Now 
schools have a nominal period for physical education.  Children get a lot of homework and 
the curriculum leaves little time for them to play.  Moreover, there are hardly any parks or 
proper places for the children to play, so where can they go ?”  The younger people hardly 
ever walk, preferring to drive even the shortest distances. 

 

Dr. Dave also says a nutritionally-inadequate diet is to blame for back problems.  “Most girls 
are undernourished.  It is not fashionable any more to drink milk.  General deficiency in their 
diet and lack of exercise leads to weak muscles.  The junk food that youngsters consume is 
full of carbodydrate calories but lacks proteins, which are essential for building their muscles 
and for boosting immunity,” he says. 

 

Bad  postures  is  yet  another  culprit.    With  most  people  slouching  in  sofas  in  front  of  the 
television or sitting at their computers for long hours, the stress on the spine is much more 
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today  than  ever  before.    Even  the  stress  of  driving  long  hours  in  a  tense  position 
necessitated by the state of traffic on the roads. 

 

A  backache  could  also  be  caused  by  a  defect  in  the  spine,  such  as  the  slipping  of  one 
vertebra over the other.  This manifests later in life and seems to be more common among 
girls.  The other cause of back problem is infection in the spine, which is mostly tubercular 
infection as tuberculosis is widely prevalent in India. 

 

Another  common  problem  is  growth  deformity  resulting  in  the  curvature  of  the  spine.    In 
such a case, the spine can start curving to one side or bend forward.  This problem too is  
more common in girls.  “This  can  be  treated  successfully  if  picked  up  early.    But  in  our 
country,  most  of  the  cases  come  to  us  when  the  curve  is  so  large  that  it  becomes  very 
difficult to treat”. Says Dr. Acharya. 

 

Long hours at the computer, wrong diet, problems of being overweight and lack of exercise 
are all contributing to an increasing number of youngsters complaining of back problems. 

 

In most cases, specific exercises and physiotherapy help, especially in the early stages of the 
disorder.  But in the more serious cases, doctors recommend surgery to correct the problem, 
an option that most patients seem to dread, but one many are forced to accept. 

 
2.1 Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each :    2x4 
= 8 
 a) What are the causes of back pain among young and slim persons? 
 b) According to most of the doctors which factors are responsible for back pain? 
 c) What precautions must one take to avoid back pain? 
 d) What cures are suggested as the remedy for back pain? 

 
2.2 Pick out the correct meaning of the words taken from the passage, from the choices  
 given below :               
1x4=4 
 i) Excruciating 
  a) very mild pain          b)  tolerable pain        
  c)    very severe pain         d)  none of these 
 ii) Sedentary 
  a) spending much time seated   b)   spending time leisurely 
  c) doing hard labour   d)   none of these 
 iii) Inadequate 
  a) sufficient       b)  unsufficient      c)   insufficient       d)   none of these 
 iv) Manifest 
  a)  to ask        b)  to display         c)  to plead             d)  none of these 

SECTION - B (WRITING AND GRAMMAR) 

3.  Read the information given below and write a biographical sketch about  
 Abraham Lincoln.               (5 

marks) 
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Name             :  Abraham Lincoln 
 Born               : 12th February 1809, Hodgeville, Kentucky, U.S. 
 Nationality      :  American 
 Profession       :  Lawyer, politician 
 Political Party  : leader in building Republican Party, 

     Formed the National Union Party during the civil war. 
 Presidency      :  Elected as the 16th president of United States 
 Achievements  :  Led to the end of slavery in United States, 

     Stood as a strong supporter for the 13th Amendment in U.S. 
     He was known for his characteristics such as leadership, ' 
     endurance and honesty. 

 Assassinated   : April 5th 1865,Washington D.C., United States.  

4. Children have a habit of keeping expensive mobile phones and bringing them to school,  
 despite the fact that this is not allowed in school. Write a letter to your younger brother  
 advising him against the use of cellphones. Focus on the harms caused by  
 mobile phones.                 (10 

marks) 

5. Complete the passage given below by filling up the blanks by choosing  
 from the alternatives.                   (3 

marks) 

The room was (a)______ the ground floor (b)______in front of the cottage. As I came  
up (c)_______the wilderness (d)_________had once been a garden, I could see the dogs  
watching (e)_________the old lady‟s bed. And when I knocked on the door the place  
almost erupted with (f)__________barking. It was always like this. 
 

 (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) 

a) in at on from 

b) so but or and 

c) from through among between 

d) which  who what whose 

e) on by at from 

f) their  there  theirs  there's 
 

6. The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the  
 incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct question  
 number. Remember to underline the word you have supplied. The first correction has  
 been done as an example.              (4 

marks) 
                                                                          Incorrect          Correct              
 Time is very precious than money.         very                    more 

 Money once lose can be regained                      a) _______               _______ 
 and time once lost is lost forever.                          b) _______               _______ 
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 Time and tide waits for none. A                             c) _______            _______ 
 Lost opportunity may spoil one life.                        d) _______                _______ 
 Those who doesn‟t act in time                           e) _______               _______ 
 repent afterwards. A intelligent                          f)  _______               _______ 
 student prepares his lesson on advance.             g) _______            _______ 
 Hence proper using of time is essential in life. h) _______       _______ 

7. Rearrange the following to form meaningful sentences. The first one has been done for you. 
                    
(3 marks) 

 Example :  physical exercise /for / essential / is / health / good 
   Physical exercise is essential for good health. 

a) Everyday / it / practiced / be / must 
b) activates / body / it / mind / both / and 
c) person / enjoy / only / life / can / a healthy / really 

SECTION - C (LITERATURE) 

8. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:        (3 

marks) 

   My captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still; 
   My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will; 
   The ship is anchored safe and sound, its voyage closed and done; 
   From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won; 
   Exult, O shores! And ring, O bells! 
   But I, with mournful tread, 
   Walk the deck my captain lies, 
   Fallen cold and dead. 

 a) Name the poem and the poet. 
 b) What has happened to the captain? 
 c) What is the meaning of the word “Exult”? 

9. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words. Attempt any four.       (2x4=8 

marks) 

 a) Name the first human subject on whom penicillin was applied?  
  What had happened to him? 
 b) What is nature‟s „holy plan‟? 
 c)    What gift did Bakri decide to take for his grandfather? Why would grandfather  
  be pleased to receive such a gift? 
 d) What valuable lesson did the hermit teach the king? 
 e) Why does the poet think his mouth is like a section of a road that is being  
  worked on?  (This is Going to Hurt Just a Little Bit) 

10. After reading the chapter „A Gift for Grandfather‟ how can you say that Bakri was  
 different from other boys in many ways. Explain.  
      (OR) 
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 „Some tortures are physical and some are mental, but the one that is both is dental‟.  
 In reference to the poem  „This is Going to hurt Just a little bit‟, explain why it is  
 important to maintain oral hygiene.                 (4 

marks) 

11. a)  „A man can be destroyed but not defeated‟ says the old man after the first  
  shark attack.  Based on the novel "The Old Man and the Sea‟‟ discuss the struggle  
  faced by old man in the sea.                      (5 

marks) 

 b)  “The Old Man and the Sea” is essentially the story of a single character.  
  Indeed, other than the old man only one human being receives any kind  
  of prolonged attention.  Discuss the role of Manolin in the novel.            (5 

marks) 

-x-x-x-x-x-x- 
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