
 

Class 12                         Time: 1 hr. 
10-8-2016          Second Unit Test (First Term) in ENGLISH              M. Marks: 20 

General instructions: 
 1. This paper is divided into three sections: A, B & C.  All sections are compulsory. 
 2. Separate instructions are given with each section and questions, wherever necessary.   
  Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully. 
 3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

SECTION - A (READING) 

1.  Read the following passage and answer the questions given below: 

     Strategic planning is typically thought of in terms of how large businesses and nations design a 
plan of action to accomplish their specific goals -- but it is a fabulous tool for individuals as well. If 
you find yourself disappointed by your life, consider taking a look at how strategically you are living   
it. 
      Some people worry that being strategic is about being manipulative. Certainly there is a fine 
balance between passivity and trying to live life according to the "my way or the highway"  approach 
to influencing the course of events. I think of being strategic as actively engaging in shaping and 
directing your life.  It is about being thoughtful, careful, and purposeful --  the antithesis of simply 
drifting along being caught up in whatever situations and circumstances you happen to bump into in 
the course of your life. Strategic living means being smart enough to embrace the opportunity of 
playing an active role in determining what you are creating, promoting and allowing in your life. 
        If you were investing in a business, wouldn't you want to know that it was being run by 
individuals who were well versed regarding the opportunities and challenges they faced? Wouldn't 
you want them to use their resources (people, money and time) in such a way that  they 
maximized the company's short- and long-term return on investment? Most likely, it would be 
important to you that these returns be measured not just in terms of money, but relative to such 
other factors as alignment with the company's mission, and their commitment to such values as 
integrity, social consciousness and the quality of their relationships with employees and other 
stakeholders. 
          Now, let's apply this thinking to how you assess your own life choices. Being strategic is 
about getting off autopilot behaviour and being thoughtful about the choices you make in your life. 
It means living within the context of having a good understanding of who you are, what matters to 
you, and what resources and options you have available. 
As a life coach, I work with this perspective as a means of increasing my clients' self-awareness, 
wellbeing, enjoyment and creative self-empowerment. Making thoughtful and strategic choices 
about how you live your life can have an enormous impact on your level of satisfaction and 
enjoyment. 
       There are three fundamental, on-going, and interrelated activities involved in strategically living 
your life. They are: creating a plan, keeping track of results and altering your course based on those 
results and the unanticipated surprises life brings your way. A good strategist needs a great sense of 
humour and an appreciation for the power of the unknown because no matter how thoughtful and 
thorough your planning techniques, life will throw you curve balls. It's humbling, but the alternative 
of having no plan means being at the effect of your life rather than being an active participant and 
driving force. 
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Our lives tend to be very complex and to include conflicting priorities and demands on our time. 
 A seasoned life strategist is like a juggler trying to simultaneously stay on course with 
specific plans for each major aspect of his or her life. For example, you might have plans for your 
spiritual life, family, career, finances, etc. For a novice planner, I suggest picking the one area of 
your life where you are experiencing the greatest challenges and starting there. As you stabilize one 
area of your life, develop a plan for another aspect and learn to develop skill in making the trade-
offs that are necessary between the various aspects of your life. 
by Judith Johnson 
 
 
1.1  On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it, using headings  
 and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations. Also provide an appropriate title. (3) 

1.2 Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.     (2) 

SECTION - B   (WRITING) 

3.  With the monsoon season at its peak, cases of Malaria are on the rise. On behalf of  
 the Health Ministry, design a poster on the theme  „Prevention Against Malaria‟.             (3) 

SECTION - C    (LITERATURE) 

4.  Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:         (1x4=4) 

             ……..And yet for these 
              Children, these windows, not this map, their world 
              Where all their future‟s painted with a fog, 
              A narrow street sealed in with a lead sky 
              Far far from rivers capes and star of words. 

 a) Who do „these children‟ refer to? 
 b) What do the 'maps' and 'windows' symbolize? 
 c) What metaphor has the poet used to describe the future of the children? 
 d) Explain the meaning of the phrase „star of words‟. 

5.   Answer the following questions in about 40 to 50 words each:        (2x4=8) 

 a) 'My introduction to the YMCA swimming pool revived unpleasant memories and  
  stirred childish fears‟. What „unpleasant memories‟ and „childish fears does the  
  writer refer to? 
 b) What attempts did William Douglas make to overcome his fear of water? 
 c) How was the iron master different from his daughter?  (The Rattrap) 
 d) Why does the peddler sign himself as “Captain Von Stahle” in the letter that  
  he left for Edla Willmansson? 
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