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SECTION A 

                                           (Reading Comprehension) 20 

1. Read the passage given below : 7  

1 Palaces are known for their beauty and splendour, but they offer little 

protection against attacks. It is easy to defend a fortress, but fortresses 

are not designed with the comfort of a king or queen in mind. When it 

comes to structures that are both majestic and well-fortified, the classic 

European castle is the pinnacle of design. Across the ages castles 

changed, developed, and eventually fell out of use, but they still command 

the fascination of our culture.  

2 Castles were originally built in England by Norman invaders in 1066. As 

William the Conqueror advanced through England, he fortified key 

positions to secure the land he had taken. The castles he built allowed 

the Norman lords to retreat to safety when threatened by English 

rebellion. Castles also served as bases of operation for offensive attacks. 

Troops were summoned to, organized around, and deployed from castles. 

In this way castles served both offensive and defensive roles in military 

operations.  

3 Not limited to military purposes, castles also served as offices from which 

the lord would administer control over his fiefdom. That is to say, the lord 

of the land would hold court in his castle. Those that were socially 

beneath the lord would come to report the affairs of the lands that they 

governed and pay tribute to the lord. They would address disputes, 

handle business, feast, and enjoy festivities. In this way castles served as 

important social centres in medieval England. Castles also served as 

symbols of power. Built on prominent sites overlooking the surrounding 

areas, castles constantly loomed in the background of many peasants’ 

lives and served as a daily reminder of the lord’s strength.  
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4 The first castles constructed in England were made of earth and timber. 

Those who constructed them took advantage of natural features, such as 

hills and rivers, to increase defenses. Since these castles were 

constructed with wood, they were highly susceptible to attacks by fire. 

Wooden castles were gradually replaced by stone, which greatly 

increased the strength of these fortifications; however, being made of 

stone did not make these castles entirely fireproof. Attackers could hurl 

flaming objects into the castle through the windows or ignite the wooden 

doors. This led to moving the windows and entrances off the ground floor 

and up to the first floor to make them more difficult to access.  

 

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the 

following questions :   

(a) Complete the following :       

(i) Palaces are ________ but fortresses are __________ .  1 

(ii) Castles made of stone were not fireproof as ________ . 1 

(b) Give any two purposes that castles served.  1 

(c) Windows and entrances were moved to the first floor because 

____________ .   1 

(d) How did castles serve both offensive and defensive roles in military 

operations ?   2 

(e) Find a word from the passage which means the same as ‘set on 

fire’. (para 4)  1 
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2. Read the passage given below : 7 

1 Last week, a reader brought to my notice, a case of deceptive packaging. 

The product was an expensive face cream, claiming to smooth out those 

age-related wrinkles. The container was also designed as to give, from 

the outside, a highly exaggerated impression of the quantity within. 

Since the bottle was opaque,  even if the consumer opened the cardboard 

carton at the time of the purchase he or she would still be deceived about 

the quantity within.  

2 The manufacturer had obviously resorted to this unfair and illegal 

practice, in order to overcome the price barrier... and had obviously 

succeeded because the consumer admitted that she found it expensive but 

she bought it because she looked at the container size and thought it 

would last long.  

3 Under the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, such 

deceptive practice is clearly prohibited. The rules define a deceptive 

package as ‘‘a package which is so designed as to deliberately give to the 

consumer an exaggerated or misleading impression as to the quantity of 

the commodity contained therein...’’. 

4 Section 23 of the Rules gives the enforcement agency  the department of 

legal metrology  the authority to order re-packing of such commodities 

and on the manufacturer’s failure to do so, seize the goods and take 

appropriate punitive action.  

5 The rules permit such exaggerated packaging only in exceptional cases, 

where the manufacturer can prove that bigger dimensions are necessary 

for protecting the commodity within or for meeting the requirements of 

the machine used for filling such package. But even this exception now 

needs to be re-examined in the light of the advances in the packaging 

industry.  

6 If you come across exaggerated packaging, complain to the department of 

legal metrology. In a number of cases, manufacturers get away with such 

deceptive packaging because consumers do not complain. I would also 

suggest that you  call the consumer care number given by the 

manufacturer on the package and register your protest. Such deceptive 

packaging also constitutes an unfair trade practice under the Consumer 

Protection Act and one can also file a complaint before the consumer 

court in such cases.      
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On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the 

following questions :   

(a) What was the unfair practice brought to the notice of the writer ? 1 

(b) Why had the manufacturer resorted to the unfair practice ?  1 

(c) What does Section 23 of the Rules say ?  1 

(d) ‘‘The rules permit such exaggerated packaging only in exceptional 

cases...’’. What are the exceptional cases ?   1 

(e) What is a person advised to do in case of exaggerated packaging ?  2 

(f) Which word in the passage means the same as ‘misleading’ ?  

                                                                                                   (para 1) 1 

 

3. Read the poem given below and answer the questions that follow :  6 

How to Tell The Wild Animals 

 If ever you should go by chance  

 To jungles in the east;   

 And if there should to you advance 

 A large and tawny beast,   

 If he roars at you as you’re dyin’ 

 You’ll know it is the Asian Lion...    

 If strolling forth, a beast you view, 

 Whose hide with spots is peppered,  

 As soon as he has leapt on you,  

 You’ll know it is the Leopard.  

 ‘Twill do no good to roar with pain,  

 He’ll only lep  and lep again.  
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 If when you’re walking round your yard  

 You meet a creature there,  

 Who hugs you very, very hard,  

 Be sure it is the Bear.  

 If you have any doubts, I guess  

 He’ll give you just one more caress.  

 

 Though to distinguish beasts of prey   

 A novice might nonplus,   

 The Crocodile you always may   

 Tell from the Hyena thus:  

 Hyenas come with merry smiles;   

 But if they weep,  they’re Crocodiles. 

 

 The true Chameleon is small,   

 A lizard sort of thing;   

 He hasn’t any ears at all,   

 And not a single wing.   

 If there is nothing on the tree,   

 ‘Tis the Chameleon you see.  

 

   Carolyn Wells   

  

(a) What is the best way to recognize the Asian Lion according to the 

poet ?  1 

(b) Which animal is known for its smiles ?  1 

(c) Describe the Chameleon.   2 

(d) Give four pairs of rhyming words from the poem.    2 
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SECTION B 

                                             (Creative Writing Skills) 20 

4. Mithali Raj, captain of the Indian Women’s Cricket Team, at 19, emerged 

as one of India’s most capable batswomen with a staggering 214 against 

England in the second and final Test at Taunton. The middle-order  

batswoman now has the second highest score in women’s Test Cricket, 

having been surpassed by Kiran Baluch who scored 242 against West 

Indies in March 2004.   

 Imagine you are Mithali Raj and are interested in writing your 

autobiography. Taking the help of the following notes, write a chapter of 

your autobiography. (200 words)   6 

 Mithali Dorai Raj :   

 Born : 3 December 1982  

 Indian cricketer and the captain of the Indian Women’s Cricket 

Team in Tests and ODIs. Often regarded as one of the greatest 

cricketing batswomen to have ever played the game, she is the 

highest run-scorer in women’s international cricket and the only 

female cricketer to surpass the 6,000 run mark in ODIs.    

 She is the first player to score 7 consecutive 50s in ODIs.      

 Raj is the first captain (men or women) to lead India to an ICC 

ODI World Cup final twice  2005 and 2017.   

 Awards : Padma Shri, Arjuna Award for Cricket 

 Born in Jodhpur to a Tamil family, Raj grew up in Hyderabad 

learning the basics alongside her brother, having made the tough 

choice of giving up on her passion  dance.  

 Admittedly forced into the game by a strict disciplinarian father, 

Raj’s many sacrifices bore fruit when at 19, playing just her third 

Test, she surpassed Karen Rolton’s 209* with her 214 to set the 

new record of best individual score (now second-highest) in the 

longest format.     

 Her 18-year career (and counting) has been a roller coaster of a 

ride but, fortunately for her, the runs never dried up.   
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 Raj has played both Test and One-Day International Cricket for 

India’s Women’s Cricket Team. At the 2013 Women’s World Cup, 

Mithali Raj was the No. 1 Cricketer among women. She scored 

100s: 1 and 50s: 4 in  Test cricket, 100s: 5 and 50s: 40 with best 

bowling of 3/4 in ODIs and 50s: 10 in T20s. 

 In February 2017, she became the second player to make 5,500 

runs in Women’s ODIs.   

 In July 2017, she became the first player to make 6,000 runs in 

Women ODIs. She led the Indian team to the final of the 2017 

Women’s Cricket World Cup where the team lost to England by 

nine runs.  

5.  Write a review of your favourite movie in about 200 words.   6 

Your review should include :    

 Title   

 Director   

 Plot/storyline   

 Actors/characters   

 Highlights   

 Unique features   

 Conclusion      

   

6.  Read the opening line of a story : 

 It was very funny. The way my dog behaved with the thief whom he had 

caught stealing jewels from my house.  

 Complete the story in about 200 words keeping in mind that it must have 

the following elements of a story :  8 

 Theme, setting, characters and plot   
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SECTION C 

                                                         (Translation) 20 

7. Given below is a paragraph in Hindi. Read it and complete the translation 

in English : 4  

         H$~yVa  

        ‘H$~yVa’ EH$ gwÝXa njr h¡ & `h gånyU© {díd _| nm`m OmVm h¡ & `h EH$ {Z`VVmnr, 
C‹S>Zo dmbm njr h¡ {OgH$m eara nam| go T>H$m ahVm h¡ & BgHo$ _w±h Ho$ ñWmZ na BgH$s N>moQ>r 

ZwH$sbr Mm|M hmoVr h¡ & BgH$s Mm|M Am¡a _mWo Ho$ ~rM ËdMm H$s {Pëbr hmoVr h¡ & H$~yVa 

~rO, XmZo, AZmO, _odo Ed§ Xmb|, BË`m{X ImVm h¡ & H$~yVa EH$ em§V ñd^md dmbm njr  
h¡ & H$~yVa H$B© àH$ma Ho$ hmoVo h¢ & ^maV _| `h gµ\o$X Am¡a ñboQ>r a§J Ho$ hmoVo h¢ & nwamZo 

O_mZo _| BgH$m à`moJ nÌ ^oOZo Ho$ {bE {H$`m OmVm Wm & H$~yVam| H$mo em§{V H$m àVrH$ Am¡a 

gm¡^m½` H$m g§Ho$V _mZm OmVm h¡ &   
Pigeon 

        ‘Pigeon’ is a beautiful bird. It is found all over the world. It is a 

warm-blooded, (a) ___________. In place of its mouth it has a little sharp 

beak. It has skin membranes between the beak and forehead. Pigeon  

(b) _____________. Pigeon is a bird with a quiet temperament. There are 

many types of pigeons. In (c) ____________. In the (d) _____________. 

Pigeons are considered to be a symbol of peace and a sign of good luck.   

 

8. Translate the following paragraph into English : 8 

  Am_  

        ‘Am_’, ^maV H$m amîQ´>r` \$b h¡ & `h EH$ JyXoXma \$b hmoVm h¡ Omo d¡km{ZH$ ÑpîQ> go 

_¡½Zr\o$am Zm_H$ àOm{V go gå~pÝYV h¡ & Am_ _| {dQ>m{_Z E, gr Ed§ S>r hmoVm h¡, Bg{bE  

Bgo ‘\$bm| H$m amOm’ ^r H$hVo h¢ & ^maV _| Am_ H$s gm¡ go ^r A{YH$ {H$ñ_| ({d{dYVm) 

CnbãY h¢ & Am_ {d{^Þ a§Jm|, AmH$ma Ed§ AmH¥${V Ho$ hmoVo h¢ & BgH$s n¡Xmdma ^maV _| 

A{V àmMrZ g_` go hmoVr Am`r h¡ & bmoJ Am_ H$mo H$mQ>H$a, MygH$a ImVo h¢, AMma Ho$ 

ê$n _| à`moJ H$aVo h¢ & Am_ H$m MQ>Zr Ed§ AÝ` ì`§OZ ~ZmZo _| ^r à`moJ {H$`m OmVm h¡ &      
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9. Translate the following Hindi poem into English : 8 

  H¡$b|S>a   

 Xrdma H$s H$sb na hÿ± Q>±Jm   

 VmarIm| Am¡a _hrZm| _| hÿ± a±Jm  

 XoI bmo _wP_| g~ Ë`mohma 

 OmZ bmo H$~ h¡ H$m¡Z-gm dma  

 ZdamÌr hmo `m hmo XþJm© nyOm 

 ~Vm Xÿ± H$~ H$moB© AdH$me hmoJm  

 OZdar go ewê$ hmoVm h¡ _oam H$m`©H$mb  

 31 {Xg§~a Ho$ ~mX _V nyN>mo _oam hmb  

 ZE gmb _| {\$a Z`m H¡$b|S>a h¡ AmVm  

 _¢ AnZo qghmgZ go IwX CVa OmVm   

  

SECTION D 

     (Text) 20 

 

10. Attempt any four of the following questions in 60 – 80 words each : 34=12 

(a) What are the salient characteristics of writing features on people ?    

(b) Differentiate between Persuasive essay and Descriptive essay.   

(c) You have been asked to dramatise a story in the form of a radio 

play for your school Theatre Club. Mention five important features 

of a Radio Play that you would use in your radio play.    

(d) What are the features of a detective story ?   

(e) What are soft news articles ? What are their characteristics ?  
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11.  What are the key elements of fiction ? Explain each one of them in detail.  

                                                                                                         (200 words) 8 

 

OR  

 

 

What is street theatre ? How is the audience’s attention grabbed in street 

plays ?                                                                                           (200 words)  

  250 


